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a study based on intermediary effect of inner cognition
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Abstract: By subdividing farmers’ internal cognition of homesteads into three aspects: transfer policy cognition, economic value
cognition, and property rights cognition, a theoretical analysis framework is constructed of "social network-internal cognition-
homestead transfer". Based on 1121 survey questionnaires of farmers in surrounding counties in Hefei, this paper empirically ana-
lyzed the influence of farmers’ social networks on their homestead transfer willingness and behavior and its mechanism. Studies
have shown that social networks have increased farmers’ willingness to transfer homesteads and facilitated their transfer behavior,
and the effect on the transfer willingness is higher than that of the transfer behavior. Heterogeneity analysis shows that for farmers
whose homestead rights are not confirmed, social networks have a stronger positive effect on their homestead transfer willingness
and behavior; for young and middle-aged farmers, social networks can increase their willingness to transfer, but it does not affect
the transfer behavior; for elderly farmers, social networks can promote their transfer behavior, but it does not affect their willing-
ness to transfer. Mechanism analysis shows that social networks can indirectly increase farmers’ willingness to transfer and pro-
mote transfer behaviors by enhancing farmers’ awareness of the transfer policy and economic value of homesteads, while the indi-
rect effects of property cognition have not played a significant role.
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